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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
•Machynlleth  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr  . Chairman  and  Gentleiffin, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  on  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  December  1952. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  welcome  which  they  gave  me  when  I took  up 
my  official  duties  in  November  1952  and  for  their  wholehearted 
support . 

I would  also  like  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  Mr.  Brooks  Evans  for  his  ready  co-operation  and  help. 


I a in  ? G ent  1 omen , 

T ou r s f a i th f u llyt 

Ame 1 i a Rowl e s , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


REPORT . 


Statistical  Survey . 


1951 

1952 

Area.  in  acres. 

1183  o 

1183. 

Population  Registrar.  General  as  mid  year 

estimate . 

1840. 

1845. 

Rateable  Value. 

£5783  * 

£899 8. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate. 

£32.15*2. 

£34.13 

Vital  Statistics. 


(Based  on  Registrar 

General’s  > 

rid  year 

estimate) 

Live  Mj?thj3_._ 

1151 

1912. 

Total 

. Male . 

Rennie . 

Total 

. Male . 

Female 

40. 

18. 

22. 

55 . 

• 

co 

i — i 

15. 

Legitimate . 

38. 

16. 

22. 

52. 

18. 

14. 

Illegitimate . 

2. 

2. 

0. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

. 


y 


(2) 


Birth  Rate  (Per  !>  000  pop 
For  Ms.  ch  ynl  1 e th  U . D . C . 

diction) 

21 . 7 4 

17.88 

For  the  whole  of  the  County 

16 . 8p 

16 . 66 

For  England  and  Wales. 

15.50 

15.50 

Still  Births. 

Th e r a 'was  one  f ema 1 e 

still  hi rth ( wh i ch  w a s 

a legitimate  birth 

in  1952.  QRere  were  no  still  birth 

s in  1951. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths 

of  inf ant 

s under  One  y 

ear  in  both  1951 

and  1952. 

This  compares  wit],  a. 

n Infant  I 

[orrality  oi  2 

9 for  th 

e County 

of  Montgomery*  and  27.0  f 

or  England 

. and  Wales. 

Deaths . 

1251 • ■ 

125.2. 

Total . 

Male  Fema_l_q , 

Total . 

Male.  Female 

27. 

17-  10. 

26. 

14. 

12. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  popul 
for  Machynlleth  U . D . C . 

at  ion. 

14.67 

14.09 

For  the  whole  County. 

14.08 

12.40 

For  England  and  Wales. 

12 . 60 

11.50 

Causes  of  Death . 

1951. 

1952-, 

Total . Male . Female . 

Total. 

Mole . Female 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

2. 

1.  1. 

1. 

1. 

0. 

Ma  1 ignant  ne op  1 a sra  of  s t oma ch  1 . 

1.  0. 

2. 

2. 

0. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  bre 

0 ri  ”| 

do  0 i-o 

1. 

0. 

— 

0. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  1. 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1. 

0. 

— 

0. 

neoplasms „ 

2. 

1.  1, 

"7 

5 . 

1 

2-  • 

2. 

Diabetes . 

Vascular  lesions  of 

0. 

0.  0. 

2. 

0. 

2. 

nervous  sys ten . 

' 5. 

4,  2 . 

6. 

4. 

2. 

Corona ry  Di s ease , Ang in a . 

0. 

0.  0. 

2. 

2. 

0. 

0 1 h e r h e a r t disease. 

n 
( ° 

5.  2. 

7. 

2. 

5. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

0. 

0.  0. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Bronchitis , 

2. 

1.  1. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 
Other  defined  and  ill 

3. 

2.  1. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

defined  diseases. 

1. 

0.  I. 

1. 

1. 

0. 

Accidental  Death. 

1. 

1.  0. 

1. 

. 1. 

0. 

Hyperplasi  of  prostate. 

1. 

1. 

0. 

0. 

— 

Total . 

27. 

17.  10. 

26. 

14.  12. 

' 


- 


) 


Age  distributi on jxc  deaths 

0 

_To_tal4. 

Ma  1c- . 

Female . 

Under  1 

year. 

Oe 

1-5 

0. 

s - 

0. 

15  - 

1. 

1. 

0. 

25  - 

0. 

55  - 

1. 

0. 

1. 

45  - 

0. 

55  - 

4 » 

1. 

3. 

65  - 

12. 

7^ 

5. 

75  - 

c 

_ ' o 

4. 

1, 

85  - 

5 . 

i — 1 

2. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

No  case  of  infectious 

disease  was 

notified  du 

ring 

the  year 

Tuberculosis . 

4 esses  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  vere  notified  occurring  in 
males  age  26  and  24  ad.  in  females  aged  28  and  23  years. 

ere  were  no  cases  of  non  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified. 


General  Provision  for  Health,  services  in  jfqe_ Area^ 

Ambulance 

The  local  service  consists  of  the  3t . John  Ambulance  and  is 
responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Committee . 

Telephone  Machynlleth.  IpS. 

Sitting  car  service,  all  requests  to  the  County  Health  Offices 

Newtown , 

Telephone,  Hew town  205 . 

Childrens;  Officer. 

This  office  is  established  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
terms  of  the  Childrens1  Act  1948. 

The  Childrens’  Officer  is;~ 

Miss  C.  Owen  Waterhouse, 

Cb ildrens 3 Department ,, 

County  Offices,  Welshpool  • 

Tel eph on e Wei shp o o 1 . 228 . 


The  Childrens’  Reception  Home  is  at 
12 s Bronwylfa, 

T elshpool . 


Telephone.,  -^elshpool  109 


' 


■ 


. 


Domic  ili.  i'j_  Md^/iforx  and  no  me  nursing 

The  District  is  served  bye- 
burse  M,  Roberts, 

Brynmoir,  Machynlleth,  Telephone  Machynlleth  129. 

Besides  the  Urban  Disbrict  of  Machynlleth  her  duties  extend 
to  Derwenlas,  Aberhosan,  Melinbarhedyn,  Uwchygarreg,  Pantperthog 
and  Penegoes. 


Heal t b V i siting . 


The  Ileal 


Visitor  for  this  area  is  Miss  E.  Jones, 

Caewern,  Corris, 
Telephone  Corris 


225. 


Horae  Kelp  Service, 

Home  I elp  is  available  in  certain  cases  on  application 
to  the  supervisor s- 


Mr s R . Goo dwin , 

County  Health  Offices, 

j-Tewtown,  Telephone  Newtown  205. 


Ho spit a Is . _ 

The  local  hospital  the  Machynlleth  and  Corris  District  Hospital 
is  controlled  by  the  Mid-Wales  Regional  Hospital  Board  . based  at 
Aberystwyth,  In  addition  to  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  Midwifery 
cases  are  admitted. 

laboratory  Service, 

A branch  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health 
under  the  direction  of  Dr. N.V. Sudds  is  ats- 

Cardiganshire  General  Hospital; 

Aberystwyth , Telephone  Aberystwyth 

The  laboratory  offers  very  comprehensive 
the  investigations  of  a public  health  nature, 
have  been  freely  utilised  during  the  year  and 
greatest  value. 


Laboratory  Service 


216 . 

facilities  for 
T h os e f ac iliti e s 
have  proved  of  the 


Mat ornajry  and  Ch ild  Welfare, 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service  in  your 
area  by  virtue  of  the  Rational  Health  Service  Act  1948, 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  bhe  Church  Hall  Machynlleth 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month . 

National  Assistance , 

The  Area  office  of  the  Rational  Assistance  Board  is  ats- 


Agricultural  House, 

Kerry  Road, 

Hew  town , Telephone  Newtown  59-1, 

National  Insurance . 

The  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  National Insurance  is  at 5 
New  Street, 

Machynlleth.  Telephone  Machynlleth  111. 


■ 
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Tuberculosis . 

The  service  is  controlled  by  the  Reel  end  Hospital  Board. 

Dr  .G.O.  Thomas  the  chest  physician  holds  clinics  every 
Wednesday  at  11  a,m  at  the  Chest  Hospital  Machynlleth . 

Vaccin a t f on » 

In  this  area  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  General 
Practitioner  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Lymph  for  vaccination  against  small  pox-  may  be  obtained  from;- 

Public  Health;  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Public  Health  ’ Laboratory,,  Bryn  Kyffryd,  Conway. 

Public  Health  Laboratory;  County  Offices,  Hereford. 
Bacteriological  Dept.  City  Laboratory.  12.6  Mount  Pleasant. 

Liverpool . 


Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 


Tmmu.nl  sati on  diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  age  of  nine 
months  to  one  year  followed  by  a booster  dose  when  the  child 
enters  school  at  5 years. 

TPe  service  is  carried  out  by  the  local  General  Practitioners 
and  by  the  County  Health  Jervice  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
and  in  the  local  school. 


Lymph  can  bo  obtained  from  the  County  Health  Offices. 

Rewtown „ 


SAHITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TH3  A KB  A . 

The  water  supply  at  the  Council ?s  reservoirs  proved  adequate 
throughout  the  year,  but  due  to  the  extremely  corroded  state  of 
the  trunk  main  the  pressure  and  delivery  of  water  in  the  town  was 
inadequate  throughout  the  year,  and  caused  considerable 
inconvenience  and  irritation  to  domestic  consumers,  hotels,  hospitals 
etc,  and  complaints  were  of  daily  frequency. 

The  supply  throughout  the  year  was  intermittent,  the  lower 
parts  of  the  town  being  cut  off  twice  daily  between  the  hours 
2-3  p.m«  and  again  at  8 to  10.30  p.m.  in  order  to  supply  water 
to  upper  arts  of  the  town.  The  two  local  hospitals,  and  also  two 
hotels  installed  electrical  pumping  appliances  to  lift  water  to 
first  and  second  floors.  This  was  the  position  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  but  it  was  gratifying  to  know  that  the  reconstruction  of  the 
water  system,  long  overdue,  and  for  which  the  Council  had  been 
pressing  for  many  months,  had  at  long  last  been  commenced,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  were  looking  forward  to  an 
improved  and  constant  supply. 

The  water  is  chlorinated,  and  treated  with  silicate  of  soda 
to  elevate  its  pH  value. 


. 

■ 
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The  catchment  ground  is  not  fenced  in  and  it  would  be 


distinct 


ici  /ante  ge 


to  have  this  done.  With 


is  m view 


negotiations  were  still 
st  the  end  of  the  year 
for  tree-plan 


■n  .c- 
--Lo 


and  fencing. 


th  e Fo  r e s t ry  C o m ni s s i o n 
the  object  of  letting  the  ground 


m progress  wit. 


oGI 


spies  were  submitted  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 


analyses 

(1) 

(20 

(3) 

Due 


the  following  results  w- 


Humber  of  samples  taken  32. 

Humber  found  to  be  highly  satisfactory  29. 
Humber  found  unsatisfactory  3 « 


:ho  fact  t 


th  e 


i bci'  IS 

constant  c 


chlorination  plant  require* 
out  of  commission  by  blockage  of  working 


not  filtered  the 
.re  to  ovoid  being  put 

parts  by  peaty  deposits. 


■a< 


There  is  also  a small  supplementary  supply  known 
glas  supply  supplying  two  terraces  o: 


the 


h o us es.  a nd  mad e use 
of  by  other  residents  who  have  more  ;,faith,:  in  this  supply  “which 
has  no  taste  of  chlorine*3.  This  water  is  derived  from  an  upland 
not  protected  in  any  particular  cay,  (in  fact  the  precise 


spring  5 
source  i* 


no' 


known  ex  cent  m a 


■rrGnem  i 


The  supply  was  regularly  sampled  with  the 


sense ) and  is  not  treated, 
oil ow ing  r e su 1 1 s - - 


sarist acuory 


(1)  Samples  taken  28. 

(2)  Samples  found  highly 

(3)  Unsatisfactory  samples  2. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  supply  a 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(S) 

(7) 


Appro: 


.ilia  1 3 


peculation 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  Urban  area 

lumber  of  houses  solely  dependant 

up  o n ex  t e r n a 1 s t an dp ip  e s 

Humber  of  other  premises  ditto 

Humber  of  private  standpipes 

Humber  of  public  standpipes 

Humber  of  houses  solely  dependant  upon 

th-e  Maes  glas  supply  (by  standpipe 


26  „ 

: s follows  s- 

2,000 


181 

9 

113 

3 


9 


and  not  included  in  (9)  above 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal . 

The  sewers  in  the  lower  parts  of 

defective  state  and  were  a constant  source  of  trouble  giving  rise  t?o 
pollution  of  ditches  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses 
Continuous  trouble  was  experienced  in  maintaining  the  flow 
sewage,  as  the  main  sewer  was  completely  out  of  commission 


town  were  \n  an  extremely 

>■8 


oi 

and  the 


whole  of  the  town  sewage  was  passing  through 
badly  silted  sewer  designed 
small  area  only  of  the 


a very  defective  and 


-O' 

t own . 


co  rake  sewage  irom 


; o i up  a r i t iv  e ly 


• 

• 

■ 


1 


0 
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The  disposal  works  were  in  a defective  and  inefficient 
state  throughout  the  year. 

Fortunately,  the  long  aval  ted  and  long  overdue  reconstruction 
scheme  was  commenced  during  the  year,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
good  progress  had  been  made  but  the  work  was  not  so  far  advanced 
as  to  lessen  the  difficulties  and  nuisances. 


Meat  ad  Food.  Ins  be  ctio n . 


practice  to  inspect  all  meat  killed 

*U  J-  1*  r-'-,-,  r~<  rs  mi. 


It  has  been  the 

local  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse, 
an  unsatisfactory  condition  having  regard  to 
killed, and  the  Council  had  for  some  years  being 

The  building  was  closed 


at 


th 


slaughterhouse  was  in 
the  number  of  animals 


numoer 

pressing  for 

improvements.  The  building  was  closed  do  an  late  in  1950  for 
demolition,  to  facilitate  the  erection  of  a.  complete  new 
slaughterhouse  with  modern  conveniences.  211  d this  work  was  finished 
during  the  year  with  the  exception  of  the  erection  of  offices, 
and  sanitary  conveniences.  The  slaughterhouse  was 
month  only  during  the-  year,  faring  this  period 
and  all  the  meat  was  inspected. 


me s spool 
for  about  a 
“kill17  was  small 


in  use 
the 


Inspection  of  foodstuffs  in  shops  entailed  the  condemnation 
of  the  following  in  tins,  jars,  packets,  bottles  or  barrels s- 


B on  el  o s s Earn  s 
Yc-al 

Vine  fruit 

a p.  o 

Fork 

Margarine 

Bovine  Liver 

Salmon 

Jam 

Sauce 

Babjj  Food 

Potted  meat 

Rabbit 

Baked  Beans 

Ovaltine 

Eoriicks 

Pineapple 

Plums 

Blanc  Mange 

Apples 

Pears 

Gages 

Cherries 

Peas 

Oranges 

Strawberries 

Tomatoes 

Damson 


2 

6 

S29  lbs 
6 

27  lbs 

1 - Natural  form. 

2 

5 

2 

8 

3 

1 

1 

£ 

1 

2 


1 

2 
1 

3 

16 

34 
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Milk 

Peaches 

Pickles 


Graces 


Cake  packet* 
Gh i cken 


Mi®. 


1 

2 

3 

6 

24 

~~7 


Ho  slum  clearance  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  ike re 
are  approximately  105  houses  in  the  area  unfit  for  human  habitation 
with  a further  number  of  requisitioned  houses  condemned  and  closed 
prior  to  1939  and  re-opened  due  to  the  extreme  shortage  of  houses 


and  maintained  under  requisition  in  order  to  retain  tven  at  the 
Council’s  disposal  for  reletting  from  time  to  time. 

Sixteen  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  at  the  Cae  Crwn 
estate.  Progress  in  this  respect  was  poor  despite  repeated  efforts 
by  the  Council  to  improve  matters. 


During  the  year  the  Council  gave  a 
of  further  land  for  housing  development 
considerable  difficulties.  The  matter 
pursued  at  the  close  of  the  year  in  an 
to  commence  work  upon  a new  site  inmedi 
(early  in  1933)  of  the  Cae  Crwn  estate 


ttenti on  to  the  acquisition 
but  encountered 
was  being  vigorously 
effort  to  be  in  a position 
ate Jy  after  the  completion 
of  60  houses, 


Informal  Statutory  No  tic  es 

Informal  notices  issued s-  34. 
Analyses  of  defects  or  nuisances  % 


Drainage 

23 

Housing  Repair 

9 

Camping  Grounds 

1 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 

No  of  Statutory 

Notices  issued 

Analyses 

Ref u s e Di  sp o s al 

1 

Housing  Repair 

1 

( 


I 

I 


